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Haarsma and Haarsma: Scholastic Parables

BY

DEBORAH

AND

LOREN

HAARSMA*

Say you’re on a college campus. You want to
communicate biblical principles of morality to students.
Would you approve or disapprove of sharing the following
parables as a basis for discussion?
somewhere for another term.
When the graduate student went
out, he ran into one of the undergraduates in the course he was grading. He yelled at the student: “Where
is your homework? Its a day late!”
The undergraduate student begged
“Be patient with me, and I will turn
it in tomorrow.” But the grad student refused, saying, “I’m giving you
a zero, and you’re failing the course!”
When other students saw what
had happened, they were greatly dis-

he Parable of the Wicked
Student
The kingdom of heaven is
like a department chair checking on the progress of graduate students. She came to a graduate
student who was supposed to turn in
his thesis that week but had procrastinated and hadn’t even started to
analyze data. The department chair
reminded him that there was no
more funding for him after this
term. The grad student pleaded with
her: “Be patient with me and I will
finish the thesis by the deadline.”
The department chair took pity on
him, and told him she would let him
re-enroll and would find money

*The Scholastic Parables were written
and copyrighted by Deborah and
Loren Haarsma. Used with their permission.
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tressed and went and told the
department chair everything that
had happened. Then the chair called
the graduate student in. “You wicked
student,” she said, “I forgave you for
procrastinating on your thesis because you begged me. Shouldn’t you
have mercy on the undergraduate
just as I had on you?” In anger the
chair expelled him from the department to find a job until he could finish his thesis. This is how the heavenly Father will treat each of us
unless we forgive our brothers from
the heart (Matt. 18:23-35).

The Parable of the Counterfeit
Program
Again, the kingdom of heaven is
like a programmer who started
many processes on her computer.
While everyone was sleeping, a
hacker broke in and started some
counterfeit jobs, which began using
some of the CPU time. The programmer’s assistants said, “Didn’t
you start useful jobs on the computer? Where then did these counterfeits come from?” “A hacker did
this,” she replied. The assistants
asked her, “Do you want us to kill
the jobs?” “No,” she answered,
“because while you are killing them,
some good processes might be interrupted by accident. Let them all go
to completion. Then we will purge
every counterfeit process from the
disk and memory, and save the
results of every good process onto
permanent tape” (Matt. 13:24-30).

The Parable of the Foolish Professor
The grant proposals of a certain
professor were all approved. She
thought to herself, “What shall I do?
My lab space isn’t big enough for all
these projects.” After further consideration, she said, “This is what
I’ll do. I’ll get brand new lab space
and hire many new post-docs and
graduate students. And I’ll say to
myself, cYou have tenure and many
research projects that will produce
papers for years to come. Take life
easy, go to conferences, and take
sabbaticals.”
But God said to her, “You fool!
This very night your life will be
demanded of you. Then who will get
what you have prepared for yourself?” This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself
but is not rich toward God (Luke
12:16-21).

The Parable of the Generous
Professor
The kingdom of heaven is like a
professor who had many papers to
grade. She asked her teaching assistants to start helping her early in the
morning, and agreed to take them all
out to dinner when the grading was
finished. About mid-morning she
realized she would need more help,
so when she saw other graduate students standing in the hallway doing
nothing, she asked them to help her,
and agreed to reward them appro-
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“My book just got published, and I
must make sure the bookstores and
libraries have copies, so I cannot
come.” Still another said, “I’m on
sabbatical, so I cannot come.”
When the RSVPs came back, the
president was angry and told his
assistant, “Go quickly into the classrooms, dorms, and offices, and bring
in the graduate students, undergraduates, and staff.” “Sir,” said the assistant, “what you ordered has been
done, but the banquet hall still isn’t
full.” Then the president said, “Go to
other colleges down the road and
invite them to come! The banquet
hall must be filled! I tell you, not one
of those invited first will be let in the
door” (Luke 14:16-24).

priately. Again at noon she found
other graduate students eating
lunch, and got them to help her, and
again at mid-afternoon. About 5
p.m. she found still others and
asked, “Why are you standing
around doing nothing? Come and
help me grade my papers.”
When the job was finished, the
professor took them all to a restaurant. When she paid for the dinners
of those who had started work at 5
o’clock, those who started early in
the morning expected to receive
more. But when she only paid for
their dinner, too, they began to
grumble. “These others who worked
only one hour got just as much as we
did, who slaved all day over those
papers.” But the professor answered,
“I am not being unfair to you. You
got what we agreed upon. I want to
give the students who graded only
one hour as much as I gave you.
Don’t I have that right? Or are you
envious because I am generous?”
So the last will be first and the
first will be last (Matt. 20:1-16).

The Parable of the Wise and
Foolish Scholars
Therefore, whoever hears these
teachings and puts them into practice is like a wise scholar who built
his theory upon data. The criticisms
came down, the controversies rose,
and the counter-arguments blew and
beat against the theory, but it did not
fall apart, because it had its foundation in data. But whoever hears these
teaching and does not put them into
practice is like a foolish scholar who
built his theory upon conjecture.
The criticisms came down, the controversies rose, and the counterarguments blew and beat against the
theory, and it failed spectacularly
(Matt. 7:24-27).
□

The Parable of the Negative RSVPs
The kingdom of heaven is like a
college professor who was hosting a
banquet for an important donor. He
sent announcements to the important administrators and faculty, but
they all began to make excuses. The
first said, “I just received some new
lab equipment, and I want to try it
out, so I cannot come.” Another said,
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